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Pampulha holds surprises beyond the Architectural
Complex created by Oscar Niemeyer around the Lake.
After 1940, economic growth and Mayor Kubitschek’s
entrepreneurial spirit were decisive factors in the
transformation of life in the city, creating new types of
ambiences and residences. This itinerary is an invitation
to discover these somewhat hidden surprises. Volumes
standing on pilotis, glass fagades, straight or “V” shaped
roofs, compositions of materials such as small tiles, stones,
decorative tiles, perforated blocks (cobogés), indoors and
outdoors integration, and large front yards are themes that

constitute the language of modern residential architecture.
In S&o Luiz neighborhood, this poetry can be seen from
different perspectives and through different angles, through
the sensitive eye of the lambe-lambe photographer (a
street photographer acting in public squares, parks and
gardens), whose job is to depict people, landscapes,
sceneries and stories of which cities are made.
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The house is located on a plot above street level and has a sin-
gle story. On the main fagade, a series of coatings take turn and
eventually form a “panel” with elements of modernist architec-
ture. This game of overlapping layers tricks the observer, hid-
ing the entrance door, making one wonder where it is located.
However, the cobogd stands out as a perforated element on the
fagade and invites the visitor to discover the house behind it.

Architect: unidentified
Construction: 1962
Constructor: engineer Lucio
Fonseca de Castro

Visiting hours: not open to the
public.

The position of this house, placed in the center of the plot, makes it
stand out in the middle of a large garden. The fagades are constituted
of discrete glass curtains with delicate finishings: apparent bricks,
quartzite stones, ceramicandsmalltiles.Inspite ofhavingthe modernist

Differing from its neighbor across the street, which has discrete proportions,
the house located on the corner of Alameda das Acdcias and Falcatas
stands out for its majestic scale. The cylindrical base pillars lift the building
off the ground, underlining the house’s main body. The balcony embraces
the whole residence and can be accessed by the wavy ramp that starts
in the garden or by the stairs, which are made of reinforced concrete. The
roof, in a straight line, brings more strength and solidity to the building.

Architect: Célio Vilaca
Construction: 1954
Constructor: unidentified

Visiting hours: not open to the public.

Although  frequent elements of
modernist architecture are present
in the conception of this house, the
way they have been put together give
it a completely unique character. Its
infill dialogues with the landscape,
its volumes have articulate lines, its
wavy roof reaches beyond the main
body, supported by slim pillars: these
are some of the instruments used
by Niemeyer in the creation of this
outstanding piece of Pampulha’s
residential complex. The materials
taking turns on the curvy volumes
bring dynamism to architecture, letting
the house present itself in different
ways from different points of view.
The site’s topography and position,
facing Pampulha Lake defined the
spatial organization: the more reserved
lower level conceals the private
area. On the upper floor is the social
area, where clear curtains and glass
brick surfaces provide residents and
visitors a natural landscape delight.

Architect: Oscar Niemeyer
Construction: 1950s
Constructor: unidentified

Visiting hours: not open to
the public.

repertoire present in its architecture, the character of the house is
rather simple than bold, and is underlined by its delicate finishings,
the presence of a balcony and the butterfly roof (in “V” shape).

Architect: Francisco Farinelli
Construction: 1958
Constructor: unidentified

Visiting hours: not open to the
public.
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On its long side, the house presents a series of typical modernist
elements: pillars that elevate the main body of the building, materials
that take turns on the facade’s coating, a stairway balancing on a
reinforced concrete structure, glass curtains and a flat roof. The
facade suggests the distribution of functions inside the building
and the elements that constitute it stimulate the observer’s
attention. Despite this main fagade’s rich plurality, its other facades
are not made accordingly, opposing the principles of modernist
architecture, according to which construction elements form a
single ensemble in which expression of volumes must prevail.

Architect: Oswald Santos
Construction: 1958
Constructor: unidentified

Visiting hours: not open
to the public.






