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Pampulha, an open-air museum of Brazilian 
modernist architecture, has been captured in 
photo essays that emphasized its symbolism 
and its importance for collective memory. In this 
itinerary, the lambe-lambe photographer (a street 
photographer acting in public squares, parks and 
gardens) captures the scenery with his intuitive 
lenses, composing a visual narrative of the visited 
spaces. In the Ecologic Park, the images reveal 
artificial hills, large lawns, shallow pools’ curves, 
fundamental elements of landscape and straight-
line buildings. In the Japanese Immigration 
Memorial, the lenses registered the round pavilion 
suspended over the shallow pool and the red and 

white colors of Minas Gerais’ and Japan’s flags. 
The images of the Zoobotanical Foundation 
Headquarters show traces of modernist 
architecture through the inclined roofs and the 
rhythm of the façade’s pivoting brises. With their 
nostalgic and poetic testimony, the lambe-lambe 
photographers offer astonishing angles and 
perspectives from which this symbol-heritage of 
Belo Horizonte can be admired. 
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Located in an area which accumulated sediments brought by 
the lake’s affluents in the past, the Ecologic Park is an important 
landmark in Pampulha nowadays. The revitalization of the area 
has incorporated landscaping principles that bring together 
environmental preservation, research and recreation. The 
27,000-square-meter green area occupies an artificial island that 
has had its topography manipulated to make the visitors path full of 
surprises. The immense lawn reveals itself differently along the park’s 
varied surface. In this context, where the green prevails and the trees 
take turns with long open fields, there is also architecture. Although 
the buildings’ geometry grant them with power and uniqueness, 
they seem to understand, with their simple and straight lines, the 
role they play in a scenery ruled by green and integrate themselves 
carefully within a landscape where nature is the protagonist.

PARKECOLOGIC
PROMOTOR DOFRANCISCOLINS REGO

7.111 Otacílio Negrão de Lima Avenue

Construction: 2002-04
Architects:  Gustavo Penna, Mariza Machado 
Coelho, Álvaro Hardy, Alexandre Bragança, 
Alessandra Rodrigues, Ana Rita de Barros, 
Bruno Santa Cecília, Celina Borges Lemos, 
Fernando Maculan, Laura Penna, Norberto 
Bambozzi, Pedro Morais, 
Roberta Vasconcelos.

Visiting hours: : from Tuesday to 
Thursday, scheduled groups only. 
Open to general public from Friday to 
Sunday, from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm.

This building, conceived to celebrate the friendship between 
Japan and Minas Gerais, was entirely built in steel. Two curved 
ramps give access to the main body. This structure reminds 
the observer of two arms that stretch out to each other, and 
when they touch, the central volume appears: a round pavilion 
completely red on the inside. In order to reach it, one must 
follow the path up the ramps, going over the shallow pool 
that separates the two sides. White trumpet trees lie on the 
Minas Gerais side of the pool, while cherry blossom trees 
set the ambiance on the Japanese side. It is when the visitor 
crosses the bridges that the bond between the two cultures 
is established, giving meaning to this metaphor-building.

Construction 2007-09
Architects: Gustavo Penna, Mariza Machado 
Coelho, Ricardo Gomes Lopes, Norberto 
Bambozzi, Laura Penna, Letícia Carneiro, 
Priscila Dias de Araújo
Construtor: Marco Paulo Rabello
Cenografia Sala Vermelha:  Paulo Pederneiras

Visiting hours: from Tuesday to 
Thursday, scheduled groups only. 
Open to general public from Friday to 
Sunday, from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm.

MEMORIAL
JAPANESE 

IMMIGRATION
7.111 Otacílio Negrão de Lima Avenue

Original purpose: Golf Club
Current purpose:  institutional
Construction: 1943-46
Architect: Oscar Niemeyer
Original landscaping (not implemented): 
Roberto Burle Marx
Municipal and Federal Heritage 
Property Designation

Visiting hours: from Tuesday to 
Sunday, from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

FOUNDATION
HEADQUARTERS

ZOOBOTANICAL

8.000 Otacílio Negrão de Lima Avenue – 
Zoo
Pampulha’s recreational complex originally included a golf 
course at Yatch Golf Club (current Iate Tênis Clube). From the 
original project, only the headquarters, located in the zoo, was 
built. The building is small and presents modernist features that 
often pass unnoticed to the visitors. Its architecture presents 
a combination of the roof in a inverted position (butterfly roof) 
and the arch, an unprecedented solution provided by Oscar 
Niemeyer, originally thought for Oswald de Andrade’s residence 
in 1936. This geometric richness, which contrasts diagonal 
and round shapes, alongside the façade vertical brises, which 
control light penetration, define the building’s modernist identity.
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